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Welcome

Welcome to our first newsletter of the year! This is a bumper edition as 

we have done so much in this first half term. 

We featured in the local newspapers for our approach to mobile phone 

use in school and have been delighted to share our work with other local 

schools who came to visit to see how itôs done. We also held our Year 6 

open evening which was a roaring success with some lovely comments 

from parents.

We have had so many exciting this happening for our students this term 

from visitors to school, visits out, fabulous creative arts opportunities, 

careers events and even more and I know that the content in here is only 

scratching the surface of what we have accomplished in this first term. 

We have to remind ourselves that none of this is possible without the 

hard work and dedication of our staff who put in an incredible amount of 

hard work to organise these events. 

We wish all our families a restful and safe summer break and look 

forward to the new academic year with even more exciting events 

planned.

If you have things you would like to see featured in the newsletter, please 

let us know.

Mrs Garlick

Head of Secondary
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Appleton Academyõs new phone policy has 

ótransformed school!ó

At Appleton Academy we are delighted to have  been featured in the Telegraph and Argus featuring our new 

mobile phone policy that came into place in September this year.

"We're really noticing a sense of calm around our young people - they seem to be in a better place, they 

seem to be happier".

Students are now physically unable to access their phones 

during the school day as they are placed in special 

pouches which can only be unlocked by pupils at home 

time.

It came after teachers noted a significant rise in issues 

brought about by young people using their phones and 

accessing social media while at school. "We saw such a 

big rise in phone and social media use which was having a 

negative impact within the school and leading to well-being 

issues.

"It was having a very significant impact on the general well-

being of our young people, so we realised this couldn't go 

on and we needed to make a change."

After carrying out research, staff learned about a company 

called Phone Locker, which supplies special pouches for 

mobiles with the intention of helping pupils to "maintain 

focus and achieve more" at school, according to its 

website.

"This new policy is giving pupils a six-hour break from the 

noise and the harms that come from social media."

"Many pupils tell us they feel happier and they're having 

fewer social issues.

"They've adapted very quickly, so we'd like to say a big well 

done to them.

"Staff members are really enjoying the change too.
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Appleton Academyõs Y6 Choices Evening

Last week, our school buzzed with 

excitement as we welcomed Year 6 

students and their families to our annual 

Choices Eveningða vibrant showcase of 

what lies ahead in secondary school life.

From the moment guests arrived, the 

atmosphere was electric. The evening 

kicked off with an inspiring speech from 

our Headteacher, who spoke passionately 

about the journey ahead and the many 

opportunities awaiting our future learners.

In the Science department, bubbling 

experiments and hands-on activities drew 

curious minds, while the Maths team 

challenged students and parents alike 

with interactive quizzes that sparked both 

fun and friendly competition.

Over in the library, our artist-in-residence 

Chris Mould captivated imaginations with 

live drawing sessions, inviting students to 

explore creativity through illustration.

Meanwhile, the History department took a 

fascinating dive into the world of medicine 

through the ages, blending storytelling 

with discovery.

And of course, no Choices Evening would 

be complete without a slice of something 

deliciousðour visiting y6 children 

prepared an incredible 300 pizzas, 

ensuring no one left hungry!

Thank you to all staff, students, and 

families who made the evening such a 

success. We canôt wait to welcome our 

new cohort and see where their choices 

take them!
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Art at Appleton
Each newsletter we feature amazing artwork created by our students

Year 7 Art

Lacey-
Kay Alfie

This Term, Year 7 have been focusing on line and tone by 'taking a line for a walk', extending work by Vincent Van 

Gogh and creating tonal fruit drawings. They have explored how artists use different types of line to express movement 

and emotion, and how varying pressure can create depth and contrast in tonal work. Students have developed their 

observational drawing skills and improved their control of pencil to produce detailed outcomes.

Wszzz~µ

Iris

Eiliyah

Niamh
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Art at Appleton

Year 8 Art and Design

Paige å Product 
Design

-k{sk
Aryana

This term, Year 8 have been focusing on masks in Art, exploring how facial features and expressions can be 

exaggerated to convey different emotions. They have created imaginative animal emotion mask designs and 

developed their understanding of tone through detailed skull drawings, improving their shading and observational 

skills.

In Product Design, Year 8 have been working on designing  sound amplifiers. They have explored how form and 

function work together, using creative  design thinking to produce innovative concepts.

Keegan

Pantita
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Jack- Product 
Design
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This term, Year 9 have been exploring the question, ñWhat are my hopes and predictions for the future?ò as they 

prepare to create a collaborative final piece. They have researched a range of artists to inspire their ideas, 

analysing different techniques and styles to inform their own creative responses. Students have begun 

developing their final design ideas, experimenting with composition, colour, and symbolism to express their 

personal visions for the future within the collaborative artwork.

Year 9 Art

Julia

Lucy

Holly-Ann
Alan

Freya
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Art at Appleton

This half term, our Year 9 students have been diving into the world of surface design through their Shorts 

Project, taking inspiration from the innovative design studio KidSuper. They've explored expressive mark-

making techniques and worked hard on presenting their sketchbooks to a high standard, guided by some 

impressive examples from GCSE students.

Meanwhile, Year 8 have made an excellent start on their Kandinsky-inspired bag project. Their sketchbooks 

are already filling up with vibrant artist research pages and exciting experiments using a range of dyeing 

techniques. Weôre looking forward to seeing how their ideas develop in the coming weeks!

Textiles

Imaan Isabelle
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Rhythm and Peace performer Donavan Christopher visited out school as 
part of our Black History Month reflections. He performed poetry from 
his anthology 'Read aloud proudly' and led a discussion with a group of 
Year 9 students.

Creative Club with our in-
house artist, Chris Mould 
and our writer, Nik Perring 
have focused on group 
illustrations and favourite 
places

The theme was 'Does the 
past control the present ot 
does the present control 
the past?

The Garden
Prk q^ªik| µ^«|í® p^ª pª~{ {kÏ x¯«® ^ 
few steps away. Tiny speckles flying 
around the trees. At first, I thought they 
were insects until I noticed dainty, 
china doll -like faces and dresses sewn 
from petals. Gossamer wings, thinner 
than cold air. Swirls of whimsical little 
people waltzed around me. Moving 
closer, unnoticed. Could I grab one 
quickly. 
Do they speak?
My hand reached out gently...

Amelia, Year 11



Library Update
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Writer and Artist in Residence 

Workshops

Our Artist, Chris Mould and writer, Nik 

Perring have been working on a 

scientists  through time project with 

students from Years 7 and 8 . They 

researched scientists, created posters 

and news articles and their work is 

displayed on the science corridors.

Creative Writing and Sketchbook Club

Our clubs have continued this term, and 

students have enjoyed creating their own 

Superheroes and Villains using character 

descriptions and cartoon ideas.

Our Year 7 library sessions have featured 

Tom Palmer's latest book, 'Angel of 

Grasmere'. Students have listened to 

extracts from the book and created their 

own 'kindness angels'
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English

This year the Theme for National Poetry Day was 'Play.'
We celebrated by creating poems in form time inspired 
by Brian Bilson.  8.6 wrote this fantastic poem about 
being a cat:
MeowmeowЯШfШƽċŰƣШŉŸŸĬЯШfШőċƣĲШĬŸŊƚЯШfќůШċũƽċǃƚШŔŰШċШůŸŸĬ
MeowmeowЯШfШƚũĲĲƓШċũũШĬċǃЯШfШƽċŰƣШƣƖĲċƣƚЯШfШĬŸŰќƣШƽċŰƣШƣŸШ
play
Meowmeow, I clean myself, I claw the door, I jump on shelf
MeowmeowЯШfШĦőċƚĲШƣőĲШƖċƣЯШfШƽċŰƣШƚŰċĦťƚЯШfќůШċШĦċƣ

We also celebrated by staff sharing their favourite poems, 
Mr Smith, Mr Eden, Mr Pianigiani, Miss Berrow and Mr 
Sunderland were videoed reading their 
poems aloud and students 
watched them in class. 
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We are continuing to explore reading for fun and 
enjoyment across the school.
This half term, students who have won the Read to Achieve 
challenge in form time have been awarded tickets to see a 
performance of Matilda at the Alhambra å look out for 
more fabulous Read to Achieve prizes in the next few half 
terms!

We have also spotted members of staff from across the 
school at the reading table in the canteen!  Come and join 
them, choose a book from the book box, or bring your 
own book to enjoy.


