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Welcome

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of this first half of the autumn term, |
would like to take a moment to thank you for your
continued support. The children have worked incredibly
hard over the past few weeks, and we are so proud of all
they have achieved.

We hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break over the half
term holiday — whether you’re spending time at home,
visiting family, or heading out on adventures, we wish you
a restful and happy week.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed

and ready for another exciting half term in school.

Best wishes, We ak

Miss Clayton .:h g
Head of Primary
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Academy

Attendance

We are continuing our drive to improve attendance in
primary and would like to thank all those families
who are working with us to prioritise their child’s
learning by making sure that they have high
attendance and arrive to school on time

We are also focusing on lateness as part of our
attendance work. The graph below shows the impact
that regular lateness has on overall attendance.

...being in school, on time, every day,
ready to learn.
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serious impact on education
and reduced life chances.

DID YOU KNOW?

Please make sure your child arrives on time so that they are not
missing out on any learning or disrupting the learning of others.



Attendance

Persistent Absence

If your child takes too much time off school they
will become categorised as PA or persistently
absent. (Attendance below 90% = persistent
absence).

Missing school will make your child fall behind in
lessons and will impact on their academic
progress and achievement. Don’t allow your child
to become a PA student. This table shows how
many days missed each half-term will make your
child a PA student:

Good attendance means being in school at
least 95% of the time (180 to 190 days)
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EYFS

This half term we have been settling in to school and getting used to the

routines of the day. We have also been getting to know each other and
making lots of new friends.

This half term we have also spent time in the library with Chris
Mould our resident artist. Together we practised forming lines
and circles. Chris then showed us how to draw faces with
simple facial features.




KS1

This half term we have been reading the story of The Three Little Pigs.
The children have enjoyed bringing the tale to life by practising and
performing it through drama, using expressions and actions to retell

the story in their own creative way.
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KS1 have been looking at number lines and
place value. We have been counting
forwards and backwards. KS1 have also
learnt about the part whole model.

In DT we have been busy cutting and sewing
their own puppets, and some of us have
been practising our cutting and sticking

skills too!




Year 3 E

Over the past half term, Year 3 have been learning all about Spain. We

celebrated this with a Spanish Day where we explored the different
cuisines in Spain and learnt some Flamenco Dancing. We were also inspired
by the famous artist Picasso and did some artwork around cubism.

We have also carried out a range of experiments using magnets to
test out how forces can be applied to a range of objects and to see
what impact these have.




Year 4 have had a very exciting term learning about World War 2. We
wrote some instructions to help us to keep safe during an air raid,
learnt about the allies and axis and we went on a fabulous trip to

Eden Camp!
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Year 4 have been hard at work cooking delicious, healthy vegetable
soup. They prepared and cut a range of vegetables and then cooked
them in our kitchen in secondary.

Year 4 have enjoyed learning about
sound in Science. We have conducted
many experiments but a favourite
this term has been the sound
proofing one!




Year 5

In Year 5, we have hit the ground running this half
term by getting back into our daily routines and
working hard in lessons.

5DF have enjoyed going swimming on Friday
mornings. We have been learning different strokes
and life-saving techniques to keep ourselves safe in
the water. 5Al are looking forward to going after
February half term!

Both 5DF and 5Al enjoyed going to Saltaire as part of
our river topic! We learned about manmade and
natural elements of the River Aire and compared the
river to the canal.




Year 6

This half term in science we have been investigating electricity

and how an increase in the voltage affects the brightness of a
bulb.
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In maths we have been looking at place value and the four
operations. We have been learning long division and we are sure
you will be impressed with our work.




Year 6

This half term in PE we have been focussing on the skills to play

frisbee and on Thursday some of the children went to represent

us against other schools. We were very proud of our medals for
coming third!
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We have also had a fire safety talk from firefighters who work at
Odsal Fire Station.




Clubs

Art Club

In art club we have

been developing our creative
skills through painting and clay
work.




Clubs

Drama Club

The children have been honing their acting skills through our drama
club with Jenny. The choir club have been learning new songs with
Shine to perform for us soon!
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Homework and TTRS Club L‘

Year 4 have volunteering on a Tuesday
lunch time to complete their
homework . They practise their spelling
and support each other in doing so.
During TTRS club, on a Wednesday
lunch time Year 4 have been working
hard to improve their multiplication
knowledge by going on Times Tables
Rock Stars!




COMMANDO Commando Joe’s provides the thrilling
opportunity to enable every pupil to become
their best self — through character education.
Commando Joe’s is an award-winning UK-wide
provider of character education programmes
for EYFS, primary and secondary schools. With
over a decade of experience and a research-
backed RESPECT Framework, they equip young
people with the confidence, empathy, and
resilience they need to succeed in life, both in
and out of the classroom.

Students have been developing
resilience, respect and their teamwork
skills to complete a variety of
'missions'.
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mmersive Education

Ignite Immersive Education is a creative education
company, who work with pupils from Year 1 to Year
6 in Appleton. Their sessions uniquely blend core
subjects and in class learning, with the creative arts.
Each week pupils work with Shine and Jenny, as
they sing, dance and act their way through the
curriculum. Here's what they've been up to this

term:

Key Stage 1 have had a wonderful time working
with Jenny this half term as part of their Ignite
sessions. For some, this is their first introduction
to performing arts and their creativity has been
brilliant. Together they are exploring The Three
Little Pigs. The children have brought the story to
life, developing an understanding of how the pigs
may have felt along the way.
They have taken on a variety of characters, their
favourite being the Big Bad Wolf! The class has
explored the use of adjectives to develop their
descriptive language by making a Wanted Wolf
advert. Another highlight has been a wolf dance
and song about how the pigs built their houses.
They are so excited to share what they have been
creating when they perform in their class
assemblies.

Vamos a Espafia! This term with Ignite, Year 3
have had a fantastic time learning all about
Spain. The children have explored Spanish

culture, bringing to life postcard pictures and
recreating famous landmarks of the country.

They’ve worked together to create scenes using

persuasive technigues to encourage tourists to

visit for their holidays. The children have also
learnt a fun song to reinforce their knowledge
about Spanish traditions and to make use of the
language they have been learning. They are
currently exploring rhythms inspired by Spanish
music, and using this in their performance of a
traditional Flamenco dance.




'g Immersive Education

The pupils in Year 4, are exploring World War 2. They have embedded their knowledge of the
timeline by creating scenes showing historic moments. They’ve used powerful drama techniques such
as role play and characterisation to understand the emotions and experiences behind the history.

Their performances have focused on rationing, evacuees, the blackout, and changes to life in Britain.
They also learnt a catchy song packed full of facts about being a child during the wartime era. Year 4
have shown great empathy, teamwork and maturity while exploring this important period in history.

Year 5 have had a fantastic time eproring their Rivers and Water topic. They investigated the stages
of the water cycle and even created our own physical theatre choreography to represent its key
features: evaporation, condensation, precipitation and collection - helping us to remember
processes.

Alongside this, we’ve learnt a song with Shine that reinforces the scientific language, as well as a two-
part piece that explores the experiences of children living in regions of water scarcity and drought. To
deepen our understanding, we used drama techniques such as still images and thought-tracking,
allowing us to step into the shoes of others and reflect on their perspectives.

Year 6 have kicked off this half term with a look into Ancient Greece. They learnt a song about life in
the civilisation, comparing and contrasting it with their own lives. They discovered the Greeks were
great inventors and used drama to show their creations from Democracy, to the Olympic Games, from
Theatre to the Alphabet, they did it all!

They’ve brought famous myths and legends to life through performance, using techniques such as
freeze frames, narration and ensemble movement to retell stories like Theseus and the Minotaur.
They are currently learning a traditional Greek dance, that is such a tradition, it is still performed

today.




National Poetry Day

We celebrated the power of poetry with a visit from Wilko Wilkes.
Wilko is an alternative rapper based in Bradford. The library was
buzzing and children had fun playing with words and creating their
own rap poems.




Library Events

Children have made some fantastic creations during our games club sessions.
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During our Chatterbooks club we have been reading The Adventures of
Rap Kid by MC Grammar. We agree that it's a mic-dropping, beat-
bopping, joke-popping read!

One of our favourite visitors, Donavan Christopher visited Year 4 as part
of Black History Month. Respect All People was the topic.
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Our artlst Chris Mould and Our writer Nik Perring have been workmg
with Year 6 students. They have been expanding their descriptive
writing and illustrating their stories. Early Years have been working on
self portraits with Chris Mould
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Inspire

Community Events

My name is Emily Chesterman and | am the Parental Involvement Officer at Appleton Academy.
It has been a wonderful half term and our new children have settled in well to their new
classrooms. School attendance is so important for your child's learning, they need to be in
school every day. You can also help your child at home by encouraging them to read to you, to
talk about books and you could also look at joining Wyke library which is
situated beside Appleton Academy. You can also make simple games such as
asking children to read out road signs or add up your basket of shopping

as you do the weekly shop. You could use the link below for a few more idea

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/ten-ways-to-learn-outside-of-the-classroom

Emily.chesterman@appletonacademy.co.uk

Coffee morning

Monday 17 November 2025 8.30am-9.30am in the community room Light refreshment
provided.

FREE museum activities over October half term

*110 years of Bolling Hall Museum open Tuesday-Sunday 10am-4pm BD4 7LP

*Cartwright Hall, Lister Park BD9 4NS open Tuesday-Sunday. The Annual Turner Prize Showcase-
250 years of JIMW Turners birth.

*East Riddlesden Hall, Keighley BD20 5EL open Monday-Sunday 10am-4pm
Pumpkin Trial — find hidden pumpkins and words and join in with spooky crafts.

*National Science and Media Museum '9 days of fun Sci9ence Festival' from 25/10/25-2/11/25.
Have fun exploring technology, sound, food, fashion and the future. Play Robo Bingo daily with

lots of interactive comedy. Visit scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk for more information

Fun at a small cost

*Yorstox stock car racing at Odsal Stadium BD6 1BS on 25/11/25, 01/11/25 & 08/11/25 from
5pm. Tickets can be purchased via yorstox.co.uk/events

*Princess Live! Bradford Playhouse BD1 5DL £12.00 per ticket
Princess pop party, fairytale royalty come together to make a pop girl group- photo
opportunities after the show.
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Parental Involvement

Halloween events
* Wizard Spectacular- Centenary Square 31/10/25 11am-4pm- Magical Halloween Celebrations

* *Hocus Pocus Halloween Party- Guidepost Hotel 31/10/2025 3pm-5pm Lots of fun and
games including; a witch hat toss, broom racing, spooky spells, pass the parcel and lots of
sweets and prizes. Tickets can be booked by calling 01274 607866 £8.95 per child £6.95 per
adult

* *Haunted Halloween at Harold Park 25/10/2025 3pm-5pm including stalls, music, fancy dress
and lots of fun

* *Spooky Smiles and Pumpkin Styles — SENDiVERSE Wednesday 29 October 1pm-3pm at Reevy
Hill Hub BD6 3ST suitable for 0-11 years. Pumpkin carving, face painting, crafts and sensory
play. To book a free place please call 01274 434940 or email
familyhubsouth@bradfordcft.org.uk

* *Boll-o-ween- Join Bolling Hall for a spooky-tacular family halloween evening featuring
ghoulish guides and activities — 29/10/25 5-9pm

* * Fright Night- Shipley Glen Tramway featuring spooky tram rides and seasonal refreshments
in the museum. 31/10/25 5-8pm £2.50

* *Ghost in the machines- Bradford Industrial Museum 26/10/25-3/11/2025 Join the trail
around the museum to see who is haunting and playing havoc with the machines.

* Kirkgate Market 31/10/25 - Face painting at The Joke Shop

* The Broadway Shopping Centre- 29/10/25 - Have a go at sculpting your own pumpkin or
watch as amazing pumpkins are created by the Sand in your Eye team.

* The Low Moor- Halloween Party 31/10/25 6.30pm onwards- £5 per child including a hotdog,
crisps and a bun. Food available for adults too.
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