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Created by National Poetry Centre in partnership with National Literacy Trust, and
supported by Poet Laureate Simon Armitage, the Young Poet Laureate programme
provides children and young people with new
opportunities to explore and discover poetry in their schools and
communities. Students from Year 7 were given the chance to get excited about
poetry with a visit from Bradford poet Sharena Lee Satti.
Our students will also work with our writer in residence; Nik Perring and we will be
entering some of our students' work to the next round of the programme in January.

Year 7 student, Lawson
McLoughlin was a recipient
of a signed book from local
author Tom Palmer. Tom
gifts books to students
every Christmas and we
nominated Lawson as he is
an avid Tom Palmer reader!




APPLETON ACADEMY STUDENTS SHINE AT BRADFORL
SCHOOLS EXTRAVAGANZA
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BRILLIANT TALENT ON SHOW AT APPLETON
1/ 159a. Q{ 2Lb¢ow ! we{ ¢

Appleton Academy proudly celebrated its first Winter Arts Festival, an evening bursting with
creativity, talent and festive spirit.

The night opened with outstanding performances from our Year 10 GCSE musicians, whose
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stunning performance dbanta Tell Mgwhile Emily Green captivated the entire room with her
expressive and emotive reading of her own creative writing.

The KS3 Dance group lit up the stage with their enemyy,the Appleton Band brought fantastic
charisma and confidence as they rocked the room \Bitluldy Hollyand Another One Bites the Dust

OurYear 7 and 8 drama studemerformed their
assessment pieces with real skill, focus and enthusia
demonstrating growing confidence and dedication to
theircraft.. SIF NJ yQa &l Yol 3INRdJz
vibrant rhythm and excitement, creating one of the most™®
uplifting moments of the evening. Thgpleton
Singerslelivered beautifully polished performances,
bringing warmth and emotion to the hall with their A
renditions ofSomewhere Only We Knand Perfect " S — -
Christmas

‘ \

Beyond the stage, our students continued to shine. The
technical team managed lighting and staging with
professionalism, while Food Technology students treated
guests tohot chocolate and handmade ginger biscuits,
adding the perfect festive touch.

TheArt and Design Departmeproudly showcased an
Impressive exhibition of Key Stage 3 and 4work, ‘ / '
celebrating creativity through expressive drawings, k‘ 7 S5
iInnovative designs and imaginative mixeetdia pieces. & ’ ~
A heartfelt thank you goes to all staff and students "
whose hard work made the evening such a success. We »-
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Change our Story
A creative writing task
devised by the creators
of Matilda: The Musical

In conjunction with the Royal
Shakespeare Company (RSC), Year 9
students had the chance to take part in
a workshop, where they were able to
practice RSC techniques that the actors
themselves used.

As part of the workshop, the children
were set a challenge by Matilda: The
Musical writer, Dennis Kelly. The
challenge asked the students to
reimagine a scene in the musical where
Nigel is accused of putting treacle on
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produced some wonderful pieces of
creative writing. The winning responses,

written by BereniceOfuifeme and Alfie were absolutely amazing

Stewart were sent to the RSC, which and rea||y impressed

were very impressed with their - -

Innovative writing. Adam with their _ ,
engagendiss O

The students also had the incredible Searle

opportunity of meeting an actor from
the production, Adam Stafford (Mr.
Wormwood). The children learnt about
Il ¢cOkt WARNIJWe UT W6 Ys
actor and were able to feed into their
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All our Year 9 Bronze students are now registered for their Bronze Award and have been
working independently on their physical section. Some of our Year 9 students have
chosen to take part in the outdoor adventure climbing club afterschool for this

section. Other students are taking part in a wide variety of activities including badminton,
football, swimming, rugby, dance, horse-riding, karate and ice hockey to mention a few.

For their volunteering section, students will be visiting Harewood Estate to take part in
some environmental tasks. These trips are due to take part in January and February and
will see students heading off site in our school minibuses for a full day on the

estate. Harewood Estate is in North Leeds and has been home to the Lascelles family
since 1738. In recent times it has changed into a leisure and lifestyle destination and is
home to a very successful conservation project that involvedt he r el ease of
the area. Students will have a chance to see these fantastic birds of prey.

Our Silver students will be returning to Harewood Estate in the February half term to
complete their volunteering section. They will be taking part in some dry-stone walling
activities. Students are already completing their physical sections and busy logging
their evidence on their DofE accounts.

Both out Bronze and Silver students are now in groups for their expeditions, and the dates
have been confirmed:

Bronze: Sat 28" 1 Sun 29" March 2026 & Tues 315t March i Wed 15t April 2026
We will be camping at Bramhope Scout campsite for our overnight camping

Silver: Training expedition Friday 24" i Sunday 26" April 2026
Assessed expedition Friday 391 Sunday 5" July 2026

We will be exploring the Yorkshire Dales for Silver and will be based at Kettlewell Camping
for both our trips.




Duke of Edinburgh's 32
Award

Bronze and Silver DofE students attended a first aid course during the October half term over 3
days. Students learned a wide range of skills to help deal with any situations they come across
at home, in the community or on their expedition section of their DofE.

All students learned how to preform CPR on a casualty that was unconscious and not
breathing. This is also involved learning how to use a defibrillator, phone the emergency
services, manage the area and keep everyone else safe. Students also learnt how to put an
unconscious but breathing casualty into the recovery position.

Students covered how to recognise symptoms and help a casualty with several common
medical conditions. This involved learning how to assist someone or administer an epi-pen,
using an inhaler or taking other forms of medication needed.

Students looked in detail about how exposure to different temperatures can affect people on
their DofE expedition section. We looked at how to recognise and treat the symptoms of too
much sun / heat and when people had been exposed to the cold and wet. In addition, students
learned about burns, choking, how to immobilise injured limbs with bandages and slings and
the contents of a first aid Kit.




Outdoor Adventurous Activities
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Football

We have had a brilliant half-term of football, and our teams are dominating the Bradford schools
league tables. We had a winning streak of 5 games including Years 8, 9, 10 and 11.

Our results this half term have included our Year 10s beating Beckfoot Thornton 3-1, our Year 9s
beating BBEC 4-3 and our Year 8s beating Beckfoot Thornton 4-1. Our Year 7 boys lost to
Beckfoot Thornton but are i mproving all the
are training well.

Badminton

We have had a brilliant half term of badminton at Appleton Academy with our Key Stage 3 boys,
Key Stage 3 girls and Key Stage 4 boys teams all becoming Bradford team champions and
gualifying for the West Yorkshire round of the national school's championships in January. We
have also hosted Queen Elizabeth Grammar School from Wakefield in a friendly match that
involved 23 of our students taking part. We drew the upper half 6-6 and lost the lower half 12-7.
Well done to all of our amazing players




At the start of the outdoor rugby league season, Wyke were contacted by the RFL with an exciting
opportunity to apply to host a game as part of the Aussie Wanderers' tour. The Australian team is
made up of young players from community rugby clubs across Australia, who come together to tour
the world and play rugby, sharing their talent, passion and sporting culture with teams across
different countries. This invitation was a fantastic honour for our school and created a real buzz
among students and staff alike.

Over 400 people attended to watch the game at Odsal Stadium, creating an electric atmosphere
that made the occasion truly memorable. Eleven of our rugby students from Years 8, 9 and 10 took
part in the match, proudly representing Wyke on such a significant stage and showing great
teamwork and resilience throughout the game. Ishmeal was even chosen as a player of the day, a
remarkable achievement that highlights his dedication and skill.

We are so proud of our students for their sporting efforts outside of school, and for the way they
conducted themselves during this special event. Opportunities like this not only showcase their
ability on the pitch but also help build confidence, character and lifelong memories.
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Year 11 Mock Interview Dag December

In December, our Year 11 students took part in a Mock Interview Day, giving
them a valuable opportunity to refine their interview skills ahead of their
upcoming postl6 college, sixth form and apprenticeship interviews.

We were delighted to welcome interviewers from several of our external
partners, including Bradford New College, Deloitte, Hays Recruitment, and
the University of Bradford. Their professionalism and expertise offered
students realistic interview experiences and constructive feedback to help
them prepare with confidence.

Many students were understandably nervous as they arrived for their
interviews, but all left feeling proud of their achievements, having received
excellent feedback from their interviewers to support them with their next
steps after Appleton.

The day was a great success, and we are incredibly proud of how maturely
and thoughtfully our students approached each intevvie
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Together with our community, we can achieve extraordinary thing
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Scholars Programme LaungiiNovember

Last mont h, we were delighted to | au&hch
and We welcomed students and their parert
of the programme and to receive their fi
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far beyond this The Schol ar's Progr amme
cultural and personal @8lkor-hlglrsm tshuactc ecsosn.t r |
We were also privileged to be Jjoined by
originator of the Scholars Programme at
to significant | mpr ovemedYed rdens tsitnuadteinotn so
were excited for our families to hear di
progr :

A particular highlight of 1behevamisndrwa
alumni, who delivered an I nspiring prese
moti vates them, and how they approach re
new scholars with valuable guidance as t
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wide range of enrichment activities, 1Inc
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support students I n making 1 nformed choli
We | ook forward to seeing our new schol a
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Together with our community, we can achieve extraordinary thing
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Year 10 Food
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Year 10 students have been making a variety of different dishes to show different
skills in preparation for their NEA after Christmas. They have also been looking at a
variety of ways to present their dishes. Some dishes they have made are profiteroles

with a chocolate sauce and spun sugar, Butternut squash and chilli soup, doughnuts,
chocolate yule log, Eton mess and sweet and sour chicken,




LNER Seat of Culture Competition

>
o >
— # =
o e i s e ==
2o s = x
& =
o i R 4 . 2 x
o - s
- 5 N S =
: = e ey
: 3 : N
- : e = : =
ko N FE . N, 23] -
o L k. & ey
A . =3 SR
g o S

B A - V - L%, g 5 .
= = e - - <2 3 e N S > 1 ; N “ at ’
i < $P% e - %

a i i e 2% O AN 4 e e o7 b
sy 20 N S i S P ] . b ki 31
= : ""(’l"*‘*l e = 73] ] e N F
s S ! S e N

j /
+ My colour palette (! / /
]

i

e P T s :
oy b 44 | Sgthes =
e 5T B 2430 ~

& L3 . | SaR
A | T — —

[ 3 3 H SRR, &

% ) ".i‘ [ 'V T’ ";

: L7 2] P

)
%

]

l

|

EE |
|

I

5 7 FTEHA T N =3
Nt 3 - 3 PR QY ) RESTSA Pem

g B

—
e
|
|
—
—t |

hal
CI T S [

/ T /;,./ | J}‘tu + My colour palette

In lesson, students were asked to design a seat cover for a new LNER
train operating in Bradford. The designs had to reflect key elements of

Bradfords culture. These are some of the submissions..




Christmas car€Competion
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Students were asked to design a Christmas card with the thefraechild's Christmas but with no text. This could have b
anything from a winter landscape to a portrait of a festive theme or anything from their imaginateya.are some of the
year 8 entries.




Y10 Photography Trip to

Cartwright Hall
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Y10 Photography Trip to
Cartwright Hall

This year, the prestigious Turner Prize comes to Bradford!
In the lead-up to the winner being announced on9th December, the shortlisted artists a
showcasing their work at Cartwright Hall.
A group of our Year 10 Photography students visited, making for a day that was as
Inspiring as it was enjoyable.
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students actively engaging with these contemporary artworks and experiencing firsthan
the creativity shaping the national art scene.




